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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, ETRD 

SUBJECT: EEC TARIFF TREATMENT OF ALUMINUM PRODUCTS 

REF: A) BERN 4045 (NOTAL) 

B) BERN 4208 (NOTAL) 

C) HOLMES/HALL TELCON, OCT. 7 

1. THE GATT-BOUND CXT RATE FOR BTN 76.03, "WROUGHT PLATES, 

SHEETS AND STRIPS, OF ALUMINIUM", IS 12 PERCENT. EC 
COUNCIL REGULATION 3042/74 OF NOVEMBER 18, 1974 "SUSPENDED" 

(I.E., TEMPORARILY REDUCED) THIS DUTY TO 7.2 PERCENT FOR THE PERIOD 
JAN. 1-DEC. 31, 

1975 FOR "PRE-DRAWN PLATES AND SHEETS OF VARIABLE THICK 
NESS OF 8 MM OR MORE AND LESS THAN 180 MM", WHEN INTENDED 
TO BE USED IN THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR 
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OF AIRBUSES. (REG. 3043/74 OF THE SAME DATE TOTALLY SUS- 
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PENDED THE DUTY ON THESE ITEMS WHEN IMPORTED FROM THE 
NEW MEMBER STATES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE, OR 
REPAIR OF AIRBUSES.) 

2. THE COMMUNITY IS IN THE PROCESS OF DRAWING UP 
THE AIRCRAFT AND PARTS DUTY SUSPENSION LISTS FOR 1976. 

WHILE THESE LISTS ARE IN THE MAIN IDENTICAL TO THOSE 
FOR 1975. THERE ARE SOME CHANGES, AND THESE INCLUDE THE 
SUSPENSIONS DESCRIBED ABOVE. SUSPENSIONS, ACCORDING TO 
ART. 28 OF THE ROME TREATY, CAN BE MADE ONLY ON THE 
BASIS OF A UNANIMOUS DECISION OF THE EC COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS— I.E. ANY MEMBER STATE CAN BLOCK A SUSPENSION. 

THE EC COMMISSION IN THIS AREA ACTS SIMPLY AS A SORT OF 
SECRETARIAT FOR THE MEMBER STATES. ACCORDING TO THE 
SENIOR COMMISSION OFFICIAL DIRECTLY INVOLVED, THE COMMISSION IS 
SUGGESTING, BASED ON CONSULTATIONS WITH MEMBER STATES, A 
SUSPENSION ON THE ITEM DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 1 TO 9.6 PERCENT, VICE 
72. 

PERCENT. OUR SOURCE SEEMS QUITE SURE THAT THIS SUGGESTION WILL BE 
AGREED TO THURSDAY, OCT. 9, BY THE ECONOMIC QUESTIONS WORKING 
GROUP OF THE MEMBER STATES AND THAT IT, AND THE 
OTHER SUSPENSIONS. WILL BE FORMALLY DECIDED BY THE 
COUNCIL PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1. THE 9.6 PERCENT RATE 
WOULD BECOME EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1976, AND CONTINUE 
THROUGHTOUT 1976. GREENWALD 
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